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[ 0: 00] Okay, last week, last week we were, when we were together, we saw Moses correcting the
Lord.! Okay, good.

And | say that because the best way to understand Scripture is to take it literally.!

Normally. But last week we saw in 7-14, chapter 32 of Exodus, verses 7-14, we saw what we call
the intercession of Moses with the Lord for the people of Israel.

In that intercession, it gives the appearance, when you read it straightforwardly, that, first of all,
Moses tells God, hey, don't get so angry.

Now, who am | to tell the Lord? That's right. When Job said, oh, that | may lay my case before the
Lord, the Lord responded to him and answers Job, and he says, who are you?

[ 1: 25] Who are you? Who is it that darkens my counsel with words without knowledge? | need to
remember that, don't I?

Now, I'm prone, | am prone, no, you're not, but | am prone to correct the Lord. Oh, not quite in the
way Moses did, because God doesn't speak to me face to face.

You're happy to hear that, right? He speaks to me through the word. But, | might read, and | know
that no temptation or trial or testing will come to me, except that the Lord has allowed it, his loving
hand.

It's already passed through God's loving hand. He said, no temptation is taking you but such as is
common demand, and the Lord will not allow you to be tested beyond what you're able.

Now, | know he says that, but sometimes you meet some testings that you're not so sure that that
works. Now, not you, but me.

[ 2: 46] And | say, yeah, but Lord, but this is different. This case is different. And | need to remind
myself of Job.

And God says, who's darkening my counsel with words without knowledge? And we read a number
of scriptures that say that God keeps his own counsel, and he does everything after the pleasure of
his own will.

Now, | know that to be true. So, when | read those seven, eight verses there, seven through 14, |
read them parabolically, really, because we know that Moses didn't convince God that God was
wrong.

God had not forgotten his promise to Abraham. He hadn't forgotten that. God had not overlooked
what Egypt might say.

All of those were arguments that Moses, in those scriptures, made. Anyway, the point of it would
be, and | don't know how they work together, but | know this.

[ 4: 15] The apostle Paul reiterates to the church, who has known the mind of the Lord, and who
can understand his ways.

We know those verses, and | just can rest in the character and nature of God and say, | trust you for
that.

In fact, | find it very comforting that God says, | am the Lord. | change not. Therefore, you sons of
Jacob are not consumed.

Because when I look in the mirror, | can recognize that | deserve to be consumed. But what has
God said?

Romans chapter 8. He says, Who is it that brings a charge against God's elect? It's Christ who has
justified and intercedes for us.

[ 5: 22] That is comforting. And when God says, | am the Lord. | change not. It's that. It's upon that
that we rest our hope of eternal life.
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So, let's keep going. Nevertheless, it is a parable of intercession for the people. Who intercedes for
the church?

Do you? Is it? Given any place you know of in the message to the church, is it given for me to
intercede for someone else before God?

No. You have heard that you're commanded for intercessory prayer. You've heard somebody say
something along that line.

Now, how do | reconcile that? Is it wrong to ask God for mercy for someone? Well, what am | to
bring to God, according to Philippians?

[ 6: 35] What? Everything. Now, does he say, you bring everything to the Lord and pray in faith
and you're going to get it? Is that what Philippians said?

Well, he does make a promise there, though, doesn't he? That's right. And the peace of God, which
passes all understanding, will keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

By the way, I'm safe in Christ Jesus. I'm not really safe on my own, am I? So, it's not necessarily
wrong to ask God, but who intercedes for the church before God?

Somebody look for Romans chapter 8, verse 26 and 27, please. Romans chapter 8.

Now, | need to be careful with this verse because | think | know how to pray, don't I? So, what does
God say?

[ 7: 53] Someone read it, please. Okay, wait a minute here. What infirmity?

What weakness? Okay. And it's the weakness of faith and the weakness of the flesh.

We just came through chapter 7 and we just came through the first portion of chapter 8, which says,
by the way, Roger, if you don't have the Holy Spirit in you, you're none of his, right?

You don't belong to Christ. There's no such thing as a Christian who is not indwelt with the Holy
Spirit. That's false teaching.

You can't have it. God, that's, even | can understand that in Romans chapter 8. Not only that, but
the old nature of man can't even agree with God.

[ 9: 06] You see? You see those verses in there. Okay, let's go on. So, my weakness is any
weakness. It's specifically talking about the weakness of human flesh.

Okay, go on. He, go, I'm sorry. And when you read in 1 John, you've heard this misused, by the
way, and taken out of its context.

| think you have. | know | have. If you pray in faith, we know that he hears us, and if he hears us, we
have whatsoever we ask.

From 1 John, right? Now, he does say that. But that's praying in the flesh, isn't it? See, only that
prayer prayed within the will of God.

Now, how does this Trinity work? How does this Godhead work? | don't know. I'm just glad he does.
I'm glad he is who he is, and what he says is true.

[ 10: 42] So, number one, what do | know about my prayer life? | know that | really don't know how
to pray as | should. Now, does that stop us from praying?

No, we're still told, bring it all. God knows that we're dust. | know your frame, he said to the
psalmist, through the psalmist.

| know your frame that you're but dust. Well, I'm glad he knows that. He says, bring it all, lay it all
out, and I'll tell you what I'll do.

My Holy Spirit will pray exactly according to my will for you. That's intercession. Is that not a
wonderful promise?

Now, drop down in chapter 8 to verses 33 and 34. 34. 34. 34. What's he say?

[ 11: 58] He will bring charge against God's elect. God is the one who just died. He is the one who
convinced.

Christ Jesus is he who died. Yes, rather, he was raised, he was at the right hand of God, he also
intercedes for us. We have a couple of good intercessors, don't we?

If we trust Christ. Go ahead. For | am persuaded that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, powers, nor things present, nor things become, nor height, nor depth, nor any other
need, shall be over the seven of the love of God, like you desire us.

That's an amen and amen. Now, that's a hope we have in Christ. So, first of all, we know that for the
church, the strong intercession according to the will of God is in the Holy Spirit because God knows
his own mind and he knows his own will and he always prays for us within his will.
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They did not have the promise of the Holy Spirit indwelling revealed to them. as far as well, there
were signs and wonders worked among the Gentiles in the day of grace too.

[ 13: 53] God worked miracles through the apostle Paul among the heathen. But that was to
authenticate the message because Paul would say to the Corinthians when the Corinthians were
being influenced by people who challenged the apostleship of Paul and said, well, he's not a real
apostle.

He's a latecomer. you know, he's an apostle wannabe kind of thing. He makes the point to them.
Were not the true signs, miracles, of an apostle worked among you?

So, he said, look, you saw the signs of my apostleship. In fact, in 1 Corinthians, | didn't mean to go
here, Roger, but yeah, it's okay.

in 1 Corinthians, when they're struggling with their pride and arrogance and I'm better than you are
kind of a thing and | know what God wants because I'm pretty smart.

And Paul makes that great statement in that 1 Corinthians early chapters where he says, look, the
Jews look for miracles.

[ 15: 20] or signs and the Gentiles look for wisdom but | resolve to preach Christ and him crucified.
Now, the Jews didn't need signs any more than the Gentiles needed wisdom.

And the apostle Paul then in 1 Corinthians is going to say, look, if | have to come to you and make
this statement, we'll see not what your words are but what your power is.

For the message relies not on wisdom but on power, God's power. And so he does make a big
point about his apostleship and the signs because when he makes a statement, shall | come to you
with a rod or can | come gently?

It's no small thing. What happened, by the way, for signs of the apostles, this is pre-church,
however, it's still apostleship, when Peter gets called down to Samaria because the Samaritans
believed on Jesus as Messiah, or many did, but the Holy Spirit didn't come upon them as the Holy
Spirit had come at Pentecost.

the Holy Spirit at Pentecost came with signs of fire and earthquake and wind, but in Samaria, the
apostles had to come and lay their hands upon the disciples in order for them to receive the Holy
Spirit.

[ 17: 20] And that will be continued in the offer of the kingdom. Now, back to except for Cornelius,
where again, Peter will say to them in Jerusalem, when they say, hey, you went over to a Gentile's
house.

He said, yeah, and several other Jews went with me too. And not only that, we stayed overnight.
But he said, he said, look, | resisted it, but God showed me in a vision, that | was not to declare
unclean what God had declared clean.

And we know that Cornelius thing. So, other than that, though, Peter will say, when the Holy Spirit
came upon them as it did on us at the beginning, | knew that this was the work of God.

So, anyway, back to the apostles laying on of hands in Samaria, he goes back to Jerusalem, Peter
and the others, and the church in Jerusalem, this church of Jews, okay, don't misunderstand us
here, the Israeli believers in Jerusalem gathered together all things in common, because they
thought the Messiah was going to return right away.

So, why do we need a means of production? We're going to put on white sheets and go to the hill.
And they weren't condemned for that.

[ 19: 11] God never condemned them for that. But, he didn't return then when they thought. But in
that whole thing of bringing stuff in, Ananias and Sapphira came in and they said, oh, we sold this
and we sold it for this amount of money and here all of it is.

But they lied. And Peter says something that's a big, big, big statement. He says, why have you lied
to the Holy Spirit?

That's pretty big. So, when somebody, by the way, claims to be an apostle, that's a big claim. That's
a big claim. So, Peter says, you've lied to the Holy Spirit and I'll tell you what's going to happen,
Ananias, you're going to die.

What happened? He died. And Sapphira came in and Peter said, is this what you got for the land?
She said, yeah. He said, you're going to join your husband.

What happened? She died. That's not a small deal. That sounds like Old Testament stuff, by the
way, doesn't it? Anyway, back to, back now, to our lesson in Exodus chapter 32.
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[ 20: 41] We have read in Romans, and we know that for us as Christians, God makes
intercession for us with himself.

That's amazing grace. Because, by the way, you may not, but | need an intercessor. See, | need a
savior because the law was given to show that | can't be good enough, says the scripture.

The law was never given to impart eternal life, said the apostle Paul. He said it was given as a tutor
to what? Bring us to Christ to show us that we can't be good enough.

So, God intercedes for the church today. Now, let's, in verse seven, God tells Moses, get thee down
the mountain.

These people are acting up. That's a real rough translation. So, beginning with verse 15, I think it is,
does Moses get down the mountain?

[ 22: 02] Okay, what's he carrying? Now, the tablets of ibuprofen? Now, what's he carrying?

Okay, these are not just any stone tablets. These are the tablets of the testimony. Whose
testimony?

God's. And those tablets were the work of God. And they were written with, the scripture says, the
finger of God.

Now, does God have a finger that writes in stone? Figuratively. Yes. Why were the children of
Israel, by the way, they're down there, I'm making an image that represents God.

Right? behold, Israel, the gods that brought you out of Egypt. Okay, but when you read there, Aaron
proclaimed the feast to whom?

[ 23: 27] Okay, let's run this by again. Aaron, Aaron, the people come to Aaron, they say, we don't
know what happened to Moses. Right? You remember that?

He's gone. He's been up there a month and ten. We don't know what's become of him. Make us
gods to go before us.

All right? So, what does Aaron say? Give me your jewelry. Aaron makes them and forms a calf. And
then Aaron proclaims a feast.

To whom? All caps, right? Jehovah. So, whether they made it to replace Jehovah or it's a feast to
Jehovah and they made it, that's why I think it's made to represent God.

Right. Right. you shall have no other gods before me.

[ 24: 45] Right. And you shall not make any image that represents God. He doesn't say don't make
any statuary because when they make the service of the tabernacle, it's going to have engravings.

nevertheless, here's this golden calf. | just wanted to say that a calf was also represented by the
Egyptian wolf.

Possibly. Yeah. It would be something with which they'd be familiar. It would be an image with
which they would be familiar.

Yes. Okay. So, Moses has the work of God in his hands, the tablets of the testimony.

These contain, what are the words contained thereon? The Ten Commandments, the Ten Words of
the Law as it were.

[ 25: 57] Okay. So, Moses and Joshua have a conversation when they're getting down toward
camp.

What is it? Oh.

Yeah. He hears this noise. It's got to be fairly loud. And he says there's a sound of war in the camp.
And what's Moses' response?

Well, he says that doesn't sound like a sound of triumph, nor does it sound like what? A sound of
defeat. It sounds like singing.

It sounds like war, Joshua. It sounds like a party. All right. So, and we know it was.

[ 27: 08] The people sat down, this is reiterated by the Apostle Paul, by the way, when he gives
the warning, once again, in 1 Corinthians. Funny how 1 Corinthians has a lot of warnings in it, but
nevertheless, when the Apostle Paul writes to the 1 Corinthians and he says this scripture is given
so that you read it and understand that you ought not behave that way.

And he said, nor should you be idolaters wherein the scripture says the people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play.

So, it's a party. a biggie. Now, that's their conversation.

What does Moses see and what does Moses do? Those of you who have been raised in a
congregation know this, know a portion of this from childhood, don't you?
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About Moses. Okay. What does Moses see? Or if you've seen the Ten Commandments, yeah, if
you've seen Charlton Heston, you've seen it too.

[ 28: 34] Apparently. I've never seen that movie. What does he see? He sees the calf and the
dancing and what happens?

Moses' anger burns hot and he breaks the tablets. Now, just a minute, Moses, just a little while ago,
you were telling God not to be angry. Now, there are two things to think about in that.

One is when Moses told God not to be angry, Moses couldn't see what God could see. and number
two, there is a tendency in man to tell God what to do, but I, not me.

I'm real quick to tell you how to behave, not so quick to tell me how to behave. That's the nature of
man, isn't it, coming out?

Well, Moses gets angry, and he doesn't break just any old rock. he throws down the tablet of God's
testimony.

[ 29: 53] By the way, that's a precursor of what's going to happen with the whole law, isn't it?
When God gives Israel, he says, I'm going to punish you, don't worry about this, I'm going to punish
you big time, and he, the people who actually did it aren't going to be the ones that all saw that kind
of punishment.

It's going to happen over centuries. Some of it's still to happen, and God says, I'm going to punish
you, however, not to the whole destruction of Israel.

| am going to punish you, and when I'm done punishing you, | am going to restore you, and he said,
I will in that day make a covenant with you, not like the old one which your fathers broke.

This is kind of a precursor to that, isn't it? I'm thankful, too, that God says, | have it under control.
The people playing with idols did not unseat God. It didn't shake.

[ 31: 11] God did not get moved away from his position because those people misbehaved. God
does not get moved away from his position because | misbehave.

And God's promise to me stands because God stands. I'm thankful for that. That's amazing grace. |
don't know.

We're going to have, I'm going to struggle with that time period here in a minute. | really don't know
how long they've been here. It doesn't say.

It tells us when they got there. It doesn't tell us when this happens. pardon me.

Okay. Now, what did Moses then, we're moving on, verse 20, what did Moses do with this graven
image?

[ 32: 23] he putitin the fire. What else? He put it in the fire, he turned, he ground it into powder, he
threw it in the water, he said, drink this.

drink your own, take your medicine. You made it, you drink it. That might be a lesson for me
somewhere in practical behavior, might it?

But, so, he says something to Aaron then. See, when Moses had gone up the mountain with
Joshua, he had said, hey, listen, people, you have a big problem, you bring it to Aaron and her.
What Moses say to Aaron here? What did this people do to you that caused this to happen? Now,
Aaron's going to come clean, right?

Here we go, Adam. here we go with Adam, right? God says to Adam, who told you you were
naked?

[ 33: 55] Have you eaten of the fruit | told you not to? Well, it was Eve's, you know, it was her.
She's the one.

| listened to her. that's the way it always is, Terry, right? Okay. What's Aaron say?

Well, you know this, people, they're always prone to wickedness. Moses, oh, by the way, he tells
Moses the same thing that Moses has said before.

Don't be angry. A little late for that, but don't be angry. Why? Well, this people, they're prone to
wicked.

You know how they are. Now, he gets inventive. what does he say? Yeah.

[ 35: 08] Now, | believe that. | know that God said, Moses, | know that God said, long, back in
chapter 20, | know God said, don't make any image representing me, but, you know, for some
reason, God changed his mind, and | threw that gold in the fire, and boom, look what happened.

Now, as | mock this, | never do anything like that, do 1? | never do anything like that. Nothing like
God well, Lord, I did what was right, and | made the best decision | could make, and look what
happened.
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Yeah. | need to learn, and | need to rejoice in the grace of God, God. Because the picture of Israel
is a picture of mankind, isn't it?

It's a picture of mankind. So, now we come to a verse that I've never heard yet taken out of its
context.

I've heard a lot of verses taken out of their context and tried to apply to the church. Let's look at this
one. What does Moses then say to the people? Okay, there you go.

[ 37: 00] Somebody wrote a hymn, wrote a song for this, didn't they? They left out part of it. who is
on the Lord's side?

Who will serve the king? And then they change it. But this verse says what? What does Moses say
to him?

Thus says the Lord God of Israel. What does God say? Okay, arm yourself and and kill everybody
that was dancing.

That's what he says. Well, how many died? 3,000. Yep.

Yeah. Yeah. Okay.

[ 38: 36] | don't necessarily think that, but | understand what you're saying. But God had made an
order nevertheless and they disobeyed it flagrantly.

In fact, their worship service with this calf looked a whole lot more like Canaanite worship and
pagan worship than it ever looked like anything God's going to order for worship.

Doesn't it? It's a big out of control party. The people are out of control. people.

So, but, but, but, but, but, may Only if you interpret it, in this interpretation, you would have to say
that everyone in Israel worshiped the calf.

And that doesn't look like that's true. Three thousand is not nearly what's camped there.

[ 40: 37] Over a million came out of Egypt. But enough are camped there to make an issue, or
enough party to make an issue, yes.

So, at any rate, the Levites are descendants of Levi. They are of the same tribe as Aaron.

Now, who made the calf? No matter what Aaron said, Aaron made the calf.

Aaron wasn't killed. God's still spirited. | don't have the answer. | don't think that Aaron's statement
of the calf just popped out of the fire.

| don't think that was a true statement. Not really. But | also don't necessarily think, | mean, it
doesn't tell us where or other, but | don't think that Aaron's hammered the goal of anything.

[ 41: 56] It does say that Aaron used an engraving tool and fashioned it. It does say that. But
where? Verse four. Verse four.

He cast the calf and then he used an engraving tool. Nevertheless, is the, and I'll leave us with this,
we'll pick it up next week, God willing, is the church commanded to kill all the idolaters?

Okay. | need to be careful that | rightly divide the word of truth. Was Israel, were the Levites who
came to Moses commanded to kill 3,000 men?

Yes, that's the answer. They were. Who commanded it? Well, Moses reiterated the command, but
who commanded it?

Thus, saith the Lord. Now, God won't be finished with them, and we'll just use a little jump. He's
going to tell Moses, I'm not, I'm not done plaguing the people for this sin.

[ 43: 20] This is just the beginning, but this isn't the end. Kind of like that in life, isn't it? A lot of my
sins, | think, are going to be short, and they just keep popping up.

Have a wonderful week, and glory and the grace of God. may may may may may may may may
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